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POW-WOW 


WEWILLUSETHISTIMETO 
REMEMBEROURANCESTORS. 
TORECOGNIZEOURCULTURES. 
TOSHARE WITHOTHERS. 
ANDTOBEUNITEDINDANCE 
ANDPRAYER. | 


OnSat. Nov 15,the FOUR WINDSCUL- 
TURALGROUP @f.c.i. dublin, ca held 
its annual GATHERING OF THE 
PEOPLE. Thisis one of the rare opportu- 
nities for those in outside communities to 
recognize these women, to interact with 
them, and to dance with them. The POW- 
WOW was opened by the Black Wolf 
Society of Gourd Clan drum and prayer. 
The Gourd dancers got lost somewhere 
but that didn’t slow down the power of 
their drumming. Another great drum was 


_ present and their combined strength was 


more than awesome. The ancestors and 
spirits from all directions answered the 
call and it felt like only positive energy 
was allowed topass into the room. Itshould 
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The Danza Aztecas took more than an 
hour to present their drum and dances 
witch were beautiful and more than lively. 


Their dances and drumming are really fast 


and full of life; and theirenergy, colorful 
dress and feathers had the whole place 
jumping. After dancing, the Aztecas went 
outside and offered prayers and good words 


forindividuals who chose to hearthem.—" 


Norma Jean Croy was invited and at- 
tended withasmall group from her former 
defense committee. There was an Honor 
Dance for Norma Jean. Her presence was 
important and recognized as a victory. 
Norm was nervous at first. After all it’s 
only been 9months since she walked out 
of chowchilla women’s prison. It should 
be recognized that Normis a free person 


without probation or parole. Anyhow, 


Norm was able torelax andseemedto have 
a great timemaking new frends andseeing 
afew old ones. | 


Something that lookedlike atleast 200 
otherwomen prisoners attended the POW- 
WOW. It was an open door policy and 
people were allowed tocome and partici- 


Or mOSst Of t 
most every face ons ithink everyone was 
touched ina positive way. It wasall good. 
So good that the warden was even out there 
dancing the twostep with another woman. 





There are currently 39 Native women in 
the FOUR WINDS. Thisis about a 300% 
increase in this prison in the last 10 years, 
and only 3 or 4 of these women are from 
california tribes. Most of these women do 
not receive visits because they are so far 
from home, and long trips are expensive. 
So,i’m hoping this POW-WOW was at 
least as good for them as is was for me. 


From the unity POW-WOW of 19971 
share these words:... 

TODAY 

we will not be invisible nor silent...as 
the pilgrims of yesterday continue their 
war of attrition ... forever trying, 
butnever succeeding in their battle to rid 
the americas of us...convincing others 
and ourselves that we have assimilated 


` andeliminated...WE REMEMBERWHO 


WEARE...we are thespirit of endurance 
that lives in the cities and reservations 
of north america...the barrios and the 
countryside of Nicaragua, Chile, Guate- 
mala, El Salvador, and all the earth and 
rivers of the americas... 
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-| Holiday’s voice was tempered by hard times, heroin and racism. In 1949 she was booked for opium possession in San Francisco. 


“I didn’t sing a note the whole time | was in [prison]. I didn’t 
feel like singing. » « « Alot of the girls in there . . o maed to 
beg me to perform. e o o If they'd understood my kind of 
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that. The whole basis of my singing is feeling. o o . In the 
| . whole time Iwas there, I didn’t feel a thing. ” — Billie Holiday 


SPARKS FLY 


The annual SPARKS FLY washeld atthe Unitarian churchins.f.on NOV8. Thisisa 


benefit/cultural event based in the local lesbian communities to raise commissary- 


money for the women political prisoners. As always, the event was very interesting with 
Elana Dykewomonreading fromher newnovel BEYOND THE PALE. It’saturn ofthe 
19th century story of Jewish women immigrants, some of whom happen tobe lesbians. 
Also, performance artist Shari McKoy treated the audience toascreamingpiece. Three 
readers from Poetry for the People read poems written by the women political 
prisoners Marilyn Buck and Laura Whitehorn imprisoned at dublin f.c.i. Marta and 
Donnaread works by the Puerto Rican P.O.W. Alicia Rodriguez, also at dublin. Excerpts 
from a recent video of Assata Shakur interviewed at the International Youth Conference 
by Dorsey Nunn wasshown. This was a recognition of Assata’s 50th birthday and the 
18th anniversary ofher liberation from maximum security in new jersey. Finally, the 
Hail Marys played their own special style of rock witch brought some painted square 
dancer boys from next door to dance with us. 

So, we made pretty close to $1300 to share with our sisters inside and we thank you 
all for giving it up for them. We also wish to thank all the performers and artists and 
volunteers who helped make this anothersuccessful evening. 
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Mumia Abu-Jamal : 
“A Case for Reasonable Doubt” | 


| The Award-winning documentary K; 
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LaPena Cultural Center 
3105 Shattuck Avenue 
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“A Video: By Alejandr6 Molina: |. 
Cada Saarman 
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Jericho 98 Organizing 
Committee: ae 
P.O. Box 3585 | 
Oakland, CA 94609 


_ (415) 522-2937 
(510) 667-9333 


jericho98@prisons.org 
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eooo esse BAD DECISIONS feiss « isen 


1. In 1995, women prisoners in Nebraska wonacase that claimed their right of access to the courts was denied 
when the prison law library consisted only of “a disorganized pile of books storedina small room.” 


In 1997, the court of appeals for the eighth circuit reversed the ruling and vacated the award of attorney fees 
and costs: “Even though plaintiffs did show a complete and systemic denial of access toa law library or legal 
assistance, plaintiffs’ claims fail as a matter of law because none of the inmates at [the prison] suffered actual 
injury of prejudice as a result of that denial of access.” [? ?] The court also upheld the dismissal of the women 
prisoners’ equal protection claim that they were denied access to educational programs comparable to those 
provided to male prisoners. s 


2. In 1996,afederaldistrictcourtinD.C.grantedextensivereliefto D.C. women whoffiled a class action suit 
challenging numerous conditions of their imprisonment, including: patterns of sexual.assatiltand harassment, 
disparities between programs available to women prisoners compared to male prisoners, inadequate medical 
care, vermininfestation,overcrowdingandmore. 7 ~ 


In 1997, the court of appeals overturned most of the favorable decision. Because women’s prisons were 
smaller, there wasn’t enough evidence that equal protection was denied. The order setting population limits was 
also reversed as was the order appointing a special officer tomonitor allegations of sexual harassment and assault 
by staff. The appeals court ignored the prison’s dismal record ofresolving rampant sexual assault. 


Both of these cases set horrible precedents for the well-being of women prisoners in this country. In California, 
a case was won this year (see last issue of OOT) toimprove health care for women at Chowchilla State Prison. 
Hopefully this decision won’t be overturned. The California Coalition for Women Prisoners and California 
Prison Focus are currently investigating conditions at Valley State Prison for Women. Their addresses are on 
_ the Resource List in this issue if you'd like moreinformation. 
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Release Silvia 





The latest decision by the Parole Board in July, 1997, 
was for Silvia Baraldini to serve her full time or in their 
words, “Continue to expiration” or in the words of pris- 
oners, “bringitall”. The decision.was not unexpected, but 
itisa travesty of justice. i 


Theresponse to Silvia’s campaign was overwhelmingly 
wonderful. People made substantial contributions to 
Silvia’slegalexpenses andsentmanyletterstotheParole - 
Board supporting herrelease. | 


Silvia and her attorney, Elizabeth Fink, have appealed 
the negative decision, based on the fact that the Parole 
Board held her responsible for acts that she didn’t com- 
mit: Nor did they take herexemplary prison record into 
account. In fact, all they looked at was the political nature 
of her actions. 


The Committee to Return Silvia Baraldini to Italy will 
continue to fight for her release and we will continue to 
ask everyone for their support. There will be more infor- 
mation in subsequent newsletters. 


Silvia has asked for support for the following events: 
* The Dec. 6, Support Mumia Abu-Jamal Demos in 
Philadelphia and San Francisco 
*The Jericho ’98 March in Washington D.C., 3/27/98 
*The mobilization to Washington D.C. July 25, 1998 
on the 100th Anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Puerto. — 





Rico, to support Puerto Rican prisoners ana F: O. W San a 
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Three of our favorite sisters inside turned 50 in 1997. 
Silvia Baraldini, Marilyn Buck and Linda Evansallreached 
the half century mark. We expect each to live at least 
another 50 and wish them all the best. 





t Out of Time is published bimonthly by OUT. 
g OF CONTROL: Lesbian Committee to Sup- J 
c J port Women Political Prisoners and Prison- J 
3i èrs of War. Subscriptions are free buti 
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‘mail checks to: Out of Control 
3543 18th Street Box 30 | 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
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Ruchell Cinque Magee 





excerpted from article by Mumia Abu-Jamal, Prison Legal News July 1997 


If you were asked to name the longest held political 
prisonerin the United States, what would your answer be? 
Most would probably reply “Geronimo jijaga (Pratt)” 
[released 6/97], “Sundiata Acoli” or “Sekou Odinga” - all 
three members of the Black Panther Party or soldiers of 
the Black Liberation Army, who have been encaged for 
their political beliefs or principled actions for decades. 
Some would pointto Lakotaleader, Leonard Peltier, who 
struggled for the freedom of Native peoples. These an- 
swers would be good guesses, forall thesemen have spent 
hellified years in state and federal Sissi but here’sa 
man who hasspent more. er beg ERE 


Ruchell C. Magee arrived in Los Angelesin 1963, and 
wasn’t in town for six months before he and a cousin, 
Leroy, were arrested on the improbable charges ofkidnap 


and robbery after a fight with aman over a woman anda. 


$10. bag of marijuana. Magee, in aslam-dunk “trial”, was 
swiftly convicted and swifter stillsentenced to life. 


Magee, politicized in those years, took the name of the 
African freedom fighter, Cinque, who, with his fellow 
captives seized controloftheslaveship, the Amistad, and 
tried to sail back to Africa. Like his ancient namesake, 
Cinque would also fight for his freedom from legalized 
slavery. 7 


ARTISTSCALL — 


Thisisa call for artwork for another Resistant Strains 
er project. The subject is prisons and our prison 


ae 


a 






The subject is: How not funny is it that an Illinois 
company produces baby formula and one of the chemi- 
cals used in lethal injections? How unamusingis it that 
_BobBarker hosts “The Price is Right” and owns a com- 
pany that manufactures clothing for inmates? How dead 
serious is the connection between education funding cuts 
and increased spending on prison construction? Hownot 
_laughable is it that prisoners do the work of the unem- 
ployed for pennies an hour? How lacking in humoris the 
relations between gated communities and prisons? How 
liberally reactionary to say, ‘well, criminals have to be 
punished’? Whoisacriminal? Whatis criminal? Whatis 
acrime? 


What you dois: send arough layout anda brief written | 


description of your design/ideas/approach. Please send 
ASAP. Nopr oduction date ysi 


Resistant Strainsisasmallgroupofactivists and artists 
committed to examining and promoting resistance to 
political, social and economic domination. 7 


Send submissions to Resistant Strains/David Thorne, 
PO Box 153b, Glover VT 05839 or e-mail Karen Topper 
_ at vters4nica@igc.apc.org 


CONDOLENCES 


Elizabeth Fink's mother, Sylvia Fink Klienman, died at 
age 86. A leftist and activist in her own right, Sylvia was 
deeply involved with the Gray Panthers. 


- Blue from OOCalsojust lost her father, Abie Murov. 


Our warmest thoughts to both Lizand Blue = this 
time of difficult transition. 


culture and the titleis “Maximum Security Democracy”. 


In August 1970, Magee appeared asa witness in the assault 
trialofJames McClain, aman charges with assaulting a guard 
after San Quentin guards murdered a Black prisoner, Fred 
Billingsley. In the midst of Magee’s testimony, aseventeen 
year old Black man witha huge Afro hairdo, burst into the 


courtroom, Lbeavaly armed. 


Jonathan Jackson shouted “Freeze!” Tossing weapons to 
McClain, William Christmas and astartled Magee...The four 
rebels took the judge, the DA and three jurors hostage and 
headed fora radio station where they were going to air the 


sewzetched prison conditions to the worldas.wellas demand 


the immediate release of a group of political prisoners 
known as the Soledad Brothers (John Clutchette, Fleeta 
Drumgo and Jonathan’s oldest brother George). While the 
men did not hurt any of their hostages, they did not reckon on 
the state’s ruthlessness. 


Before themen could get their van our of the courthouse 


the vehicle, killing Christmas, Jackson, McClain as well as 
the judge. The DA was permanently paralysed by gunfire. 


Magee, who was the only Black survivor.. -wouldawakento 
learn he was charged with murder, kidnapping and con- 
spiracy. 








Only In America 


Alabama: In 1997, Jerrick Snell, already sentenced to 20 
years for cocaine possession was resentenced to life in 
prison after he told a judge to perform oral sex on him when 
the judge walked by hiscell. He was brought tocourt gagged 


- with duct tape wrapped around hishead and mouth. Hiscourt- 


appointed lawyer never had a chance to talk to him. 


Iowa: In 1997, the Department of Corrections began 
charging prisoners $5./month rent. Prisoners whoare able to 
work generally earn between $7.50 and $15./month in Iowa. 


New York: In 1997, Onandaga county, settled a lawsuit 
with 12 former jail prisoners who Were suspended for hours 
from their cell bars with wrist and ankle shackles by jail 
guards. The county agreed to pay the 10men and2 women $3 
million. The shackling was ordered stopped in 1994 as a 
partial settlement to the suit. 


Magee...boldly advanced the position that as his im- 


prisonment was itself illegal, and a form of unjustifi- 


able slavery, he had the inherent right to escape such 
slavery,an historical echo of the position taken by the 
original Cinque. Spain sought their [captives who took 


over the Amistad] return to slavery in Cuba. Using 


national and international law principles, U.S. courts 
decided their captives had every r ight toresist slavery 
and fight for their freedom. 


Unfortunately, Magee’s] urydidn’t agree...and Magee 


has been battling for his freedom ever since. 


That he is still fighting is a tribute toa truly remark- 
able man, aman who knows what slavery is and more 
importantly, what freedom is. L ssupportershave 
organized: 


The Ruchell Magee Defense Fund 
parking lot, prison guards andsheriffsopenedfuriousfireon ~- 


PO Box 8306, South Bend, IN 46660 


) (mathiel@michzana.org) 





Hepatitis C Epidemic 


Hepatitis C, an often fatal blood disease has reached 
epidemic proportions in California’s prison system. 


One survey by state health officials shows that 4 in 
every 10newinmatesare infected with hepatitis C, and 
there is no indication that the rate of infection is 
slowing down. There are about 155 ,000 prisoners in 
state prisons. 


Tests of new male prisoners, conducted in 1994, 
indicate nearly 50% of white inmates were infected, 
nearly 33% of African-Americans, 40% of Latinos, and 
nearly 58% of Native Americans. 


For women prisoners, although fewer in number, the 
proportions were even higher: nearly 88% for Native 
Americans, 70% for Latinos,58% for whites, and 38% 
for African-Americans. 


GOD DID NOT MAKEJESSE HELMS 


Written by former political prisoner Eddie Hatcher, God Did Not Make Jesse Helms, is an interesting, 
thought provoking and well written expose on the life and times of Jesse Helms. Eddie takes you to Helms’ birth 
place in the mill-town of Monroe, North Carolina, where Helms gets hisstart in Klancountry. The book weaves 
through Helms’ political development touching on the various positions he’s taken over the years on Cuba, Gays, 
AIDS and School Busing among other topics. Most interesting, the book speaks to Helms’ involvement in 
Eddie’s case. The book is available directly from Eddie Hatcher. Send him a check for $12. HU to 1017 


Cook Road, #11, Durham, North Carolina, 27713. 
3 











Saturday, Dec. 6 in San Francisco 


11:30 AM - Assemble in Panhandle, Oak and Baker : 
1:30 PM - UN Plaza, Market and 7th 


Speakers include Pam Africa, Ossie Davis, Afeni Shakur, Bear Lincoln, Angela Davis and others. 


Entertainment features African Roots of Jazz and Dr. Loco’s Rocking Jalapeno Band 


| ~ WOMEN’S CONTINGENT 
- gather at 11:30 on Broderick and Fell. Bring noisemakers, drums and signs. Call 415-255-7036, ext.4 
‘forinfo and signmaking party details. : 





Wizara or tq/gonnny Hart and Grant Parker 


WE ARE 

FLEEING 

RACIAL 
PERSECUTION 


RESOURCE LIST 


Thestate and federal governments have been build- 
ing more and more control unit prisons in the past few 


years. Below are two groups that have been working | 


against this particular horror. 


National Campaign to Stop Control Unit Prisons 
972 Broad St. 6th Floor 
Newark, NJ.07102 


Committee to End the Marion Lockdown . 
PO Box 578172 

Chicago, IL 60657 

CEML@AOL.Com 

(also publishes newsletter, Walkin’ Steel) 


Newspapers that print articles about prisons 
and prisoners. 


California Prison Focus 
2489 Mission St. #28 | 
San Francisco, CA 94110 g 


Prison Legal News 
-2400 NW 80th St.#148 
Seattle, WA 98117 


Love and Rage 

PO Box 853 Stuyvesant Sta. 
New York, NY 10009 
Inr@blythe.org 


North Coast Express 
-= PO Box 1226 
Occidental, CA 95465 


ARCH & RALLY 


Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! End the Death Penalty! Stop Police Brutality! 
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Rabble Review (brandnew) 
PO Box 4710 

Arlington, VA 22204 
twbounds@erols.com 


Organizations that work with women | 
prisoners 


Calif. Coalition for Women Prisoners 
100 McAllister St. 

San Francisco, CA94102 

newsletter: The Fire Inside 


Raze the Walls: Wimmins Dept. 
PO Box 720418 
Orlando, FL 32872 


Books for Women-Prisoners 


Women’s Prison Book Project 
2441 Lyndale Ave.S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 


Blackout Books 
50 Ave. B 
New York, NY 10009 


Books to Prisoners (women and men) 
92 Pike St. Box A 
Seattle, WA 98101 


Our information might be outdated. Please 


advise us if you have corrections. 
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Women’s Prisonsin the Netherlands 


The Netherlands’ prison system is vastly different 


_from the U.S. system. What is perhaps most striking 


about the Dutch system is that it seriously attempts to 
follow the United Nations Standard Minimal Rules for 
the Treatment of Prisoners. : 


One of the important points made in the Making Stan- 
dards Work: an International Handbook on Good Prison 
Practice is that people are in prison as punishment not for 
punishment. In the Netherlands, there are strict rules 
governing prisoners’ human rights to be housed under 
humane conditions that respect their privacy. 


“In Amerswiel {Prison for Women]...each woman has - 


her own room as well as a private toilet and shower. 
Amerswielis designated aclosed prison: an inmate can 
be transferred to a half-open prison after serving 2/3rds 


of theirsentence. During the sixmonths prior to release, 


prisoners are eligible to move into an open prison where 
they work in surrounding communities during the week 
and spend weekends at home with their families. 


Women with infant children are housed in slightly 
larger rooms, which have an extra areain which the child 
may be washed and fed. Most cells bore the stamp of their 
occupant’s individuality, decorated with photographs, 
postcards and colorful bedspreads...A number ofwomen 
kept birds. There is nojail uniform... 


The special significance of the communal [day] rooms 
in Amerswiel resides in the role they play in promoting 
autonomous community- building among the inmates. 
Womenconstructed community among themselves by 
developing cooking and eating collectives. | 

The women are required to work (orstudy) 4 hours a 
day andarepaid. They are able todevote the rest of the day 
to voluntary activities. 


The most frequently borrowed book from the library 
was the Handbook for Prisoners’ Rights (numerous cop- 


ies were available), an indication of the extent towhich — 


prisoners were encouraged to assert and defend their 
rights. 


Excerpted fromarticle by Kum-Kum Bhavnani 
and Angela Davis in Social Identities, 1997. The 
authors’ ultimate goal is to help legitimize strat- 
egies of prison abolition based on arguments 
that punishment need not necessarily involve 
loss of liberty. They argue that the aspects of the 
Dutch system which make it superior to the U.S. 
system are those that attempt to challenge from 
within the very limits of incarceration. 
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